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Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                                                           (216) 524-4131         

                                                                                                           

 

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR FEBRUARY 5, 2021  

 
 

 

Overnight Amber Alert 

 

Last weekend many residents received late-night AMBER Alert 

calls between 11 PM Saturday and 4 AM Sunday.   Cuyahoga 

County issued these alerts using the Reverse 9-1-1 Database 

in error.  They apologized and have since rectified the 

issue.    

The County will not send future AMBER Alerts to the 9-1-1 database.  Those with 

landlines will need to rely on television and radio to learn about Amber Alerts.   

The County will continue to issue Ambers Alerts through the wireless emergency alert 

system.  Those who wish to eliminate Amber Alerts from their cell phone need to follow 

your cell phone carrier’s instructions OR create and modify your settings in 

ReadyNotify.  

In the coming weeks, the City will be moving from SwiftReach to the County’s 

ReadyNotify alert system (also known as CodeRED). This system allows 

residents/subscribers to decide how they want to be notified -- landline, cell phone (call 

or text), or email – and what types of alerts they wish to receive (traffic, flooding, safety, 

etc.).  

The City will be rolling out the ReadyNotify alert system in phases to ensure everyone 

is informed and there are no gaps in service during the transition.  

 

My Friday Night Calls 

If you or someone you know has stopped receiving my calls on Friday nights,  please 

call City Hall (216-524-4131) or email CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  The City has 

discovered some technical glitches in the system and is working to resolve the matter to 

ensure that all City's alerts reach all our residents. 

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org
http://readynotify.us/
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COVID-19 Vaccine Updates 

The demand for COVID-19 vaccines has dramatically outweighed the supply, but that 

will start to change as early as next week. On Thursday, Gov. DeWine announced that 

the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine makers would increase their weekly shipment to Ohio 

from 73,000+ doses to more than 150,000 doses per week. Pfizer said it should increase 

its shipment of vaccines by about 40 percent around the middle of February. 

 

Anyone age 65 and older will be eligible to get a COVID-19 vaccine starting next week. 

Gov. DeWine announced that the vaccine age group would hold at 65 and older for a 

few weeks to allow older residents who have not been able to get an appointment to get 

a vaccine.  

 

Independence Local School teachers can get a COVID-19 vaccine during Vaccination 

Day on Thursday, February 11.  Superintendent Ben Hegedish announced that 

February 11 will now be a remote learning day, and the Valentine’s Day celebration has 

been rescheduled to Wednesday, February 10.  

 

 

 

Hometown Hero Banners 

 

The City’s Hometown Hero Banner program celebrates those who have served our 

country through military services.  The banners are displayed from City-owned 

streetlight poles and provide the opportunity for the community to recognize and honor 

Independence residents and their immediate family members for their service and 

sacrifice.   
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We still have a few spots remaining, but space is limited.  If you are interested in 

purchasing a banner to honor a loved one or a friend who has served in the 

military, please call City Hall at 216.524.4131.  The available banner locations will be 

filled on a first-come, first, serve basis. 

 

Brecksville Rd. Demolition 

    

 

The City has demolished the home at 6248 Brecksville Road.  The City purchased the 

property last year as part of the City-wide initiative to improve the community’s 

appearance.  Both the excavating and debris-removal companies donated their services 

related to the demolition. 

Once the weather warms up, the City plans to change the grading to improve drainage 

and manage storm water.  Also, the City will install a privacy fence along the property 

line and is considering options to create a green space buffer between the residential 

and commercial districts  

 

Happening Next Week 

The Independence City Council will hold a 

virtual meeting on Tuesday, February 9, 2021.  

The Caucus will begin at 5:30 PM and the 

regular meeting will start at 7 PM.   Read the 

meeting agenda here and register to attend 

here.    

Here is the Legislative Review for the Feb. 9, 

2021 City Council Meeting. 

If you have any questions or comments, please 

email them prior to the meeting to 

beald@independenceohio.org.   Please refer to 

the agenda item in your email.  

 

http://independenceoh.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=1496
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FstOLH4YRRqant3iTJ7WIA
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-488
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-488
mailto:beald@independenceohio.org
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Click here to download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for February 5, 

2021.  

 

55+ Lunch Program 

Snow, high winds, and below-freezing temperatures are no match for the dedicated 

Community Services staff!   This week, residents picked up nearly 820 meals outside the 

snow-covered Civic Center.      

Adult Program Coordinator Lori Rizzardi and her team have a time-tested routine to 

move cars through the circle quickly. However, because of the volume of vehicles, there 

are slight delays from time to time. 

If you are picking up a 55+ Lunch, it would be helpful if you would write your name 

in large letters on a piece of paper and place it on the passenger side of the 

dashboard.  That will help keep things moving and get you home quicker to enjoy your 

lunch! 

  

 

https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php
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After-School Program  

The City’s Afterschool Program continues to grow in popularity.  There is a waitlist 

because there is limited space at the Independence Primary School to accommodate a 

larger group safely.     

There will not be Afterschool or All Day Care on Feb 11th or 12th.  Independence 
Schools will pivot to remote learning on these two days due to staff receiving COVID-19 
vaccinations.  
 
The fresh snowfall provided lots of outdoor fun, but there was plenty of indoor fun too! 
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Junior Chef Waffle Night  

Twelve primary school students enjoyed learning basic cooking during this 
week’s Waffle Night.   The junior chefs learned how to measure, sift and mix the 
ingredients needed to make chocolate waffles and other original recipes from 
scratch! 
 
They enjoyed tasting their creations and had plenty of waffles to take home for their 
families to enjoy.    
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Anyone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates should send 

their name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 


